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Early History of Pioneer Pulaski

County Families b:j Mrs. Hickes

For several years we have wanted
to reprint some of Emma Page Ichord
Setser Hicks’s ruminations on local
history. She wrote a weekly column
for the Pulaski County Democrat
from 1977 through 1983. We have
occasionally used short quotes from
her columns and have utilized them
in our research. Seems we always
ran out of room in these pages for
some of her columns. This year we
have the space and reprint her first
two columns which appeared in the
March 17 and 24, 1977, issues of the
Democrat.

This is the first chapter of my writ-

ings of the pioneer days of the fam-
ilies that I can remember about and
some of the things that have been
told me by my grandparents, Silas
Messer Page and Charlottie Johnson

Page, whose bodies are resting in the
Big Piney Cemetery.

Grandpa was born in 1829 and
passed away in 1905 and Grand-
ma was 5 years older than he. She
passed away about 1912. He was 85
and she was almost 95 when they
went to be with Jesus.

Grandpa was a pioneer preacher
and she was a wonderful house wife.
She carded wool off of sheep and
cotton they raised. She wove cloth to

make part of their clothing, blan-
kets, and bedspreads. Some of the
cloth she made was called lincy or
lincie. I can’t find it in the dictio-
nary. It was a heavy cloth to make
clothing. [She is probably referring
to linsey-woolsey.] She did her own
coloring and sewed by hand with a
needle and thimble. She spun yarn

and knit stockings, socks and gloves.

I can remember her big old wood-
en loom that sat by the big old fire-
place. She also wove what we called
rag carpet. They had heavy cotton
thread and used worn clothing torn
in strips and tacked together for
what they called filling.

Outside of this they washed by
hand, milked cows, carried water
from a spring. I could go on and
on what she done. Then the women
today think they have a lot of work
to do.

Grandma always had time to cook
for a big family and company. She
went to church on Sunday. Grandpa
preached wherever the settlers could
get together in a home or in what
they called a brush arbor.

I can remember them moving out
the beds at Grandpa’s home, a big
hewed log house. They laid boards
on chairs for seats. This was when I
was 5 or 6 years old. I can remem-

Emma Page Hicks (1886-1988)

Emma Page was born near the vil-
lage of Big Piney and taught in three
nearby country schools, as well as a
short stint in Crocker (see map on
next page). Emma was married three
times: first to schoolmate Bill Ichord
(1906-1917) who died of tuberculosis;
C. C. Setser (1922-1951), who died
of a stroke and with whom she had a
son and daughter; and Reverend J. L.
Hicks (1954-1958). She wrote more
than 200 columns for the Pulaski
County Democrat.

ber my Grandma getting happy and
praising the Lord, also some of my
aunts. I write as these things come
to my mind.

I intended to tell about their move
to the West first. I don’t know why
or what the circumstances were.

It was after the Civil War about
1857 [which was before the Civil
War] when my grandparents left
near Mt. Vernon, Ill., in two covered
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wagons with an ox team to one,
and a horse and mule to the other. I

don’t know how many came togeth-

er.

My Grandpa had two brothers,
Uncle Jimmy and Uncle Hosea Page,
that came, also the Sneed family in
their covered wagons.

This was when they homesteaded
land in this part of Missouri. I don’t
know how long they were traveling,
for it was slow. My father was about
10 years old and he remembered
them crossing the Mississippi River
on a ferry boat.

My Grandpa homesteaded 80
acres of land about one and one half
miles north of Big Piney on a dry
branch called McCortney and two
good springs near where they built
their house.

It was all big timber of all

They could go out anytime and kill
deer and turkeys.

I don’'t know if they came in the
fall or spring, but I suppose it was in
warm weather.

They lived in their wagons until
they could chop down small trees
and get logs to build them a log
house. Many of you older folks have
seen log houses but many of you
younger folks haven't.

There are some of these kind of
buildings that have been kept as an-
tiques. Anyway, these was the kind
of houses, or many would call them
log huts.

These men that came were strong
and would help each other lift these
logs to build their houses.

The logs were notched at the ends
and fitted together at the corner.

If they had a floor in the houses,
they were called puncheon floors.
They would split a big log open
and hew it smooth on the flat side
with what they called a broad axe.
Then they would fill in and fit them
together.

The covering on the roof was what
they called calkboards. They split
these out of big blocks of wood cut
from the log of a big smooth tree
and put on and lapped in a way so
that the water couldn’t run in.

The spaces between the logs were
filled in with mud or a red clay
that would harden and stop up the
cracks. Where the cracks were large
they would put in pieces of wood to
hold the dobbing [daubing] or clay.
[The pieces of wood filler were called
chinking. ]

The settlers or immigrants to this
new settlement brought the tools
they needed to work with. They
cleared land and made rails to fence
with. Their gardens and yards were
fenced with what they called railings
or pickets rived out of easy to split
timber and sharpened at the top.

They set posts and would nail two
rails one at the top and one at the
bottom, and the pickets were nailed
to them. I suppose these were made
several years later. It took time to
do all they had to do. And it took a
lot of hard labor. They were a very
strong and healthy family.

They didn’t have a doctor but they
knew different kinds of roots, bark
and herbs that were good for differ-
ent kinds of ailments.

They would drink sassafras tea

made from the roots of the tree.
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would be so many roosting on low
limbs of small trees that the limbs
were bent and they could rake them
in a sack. [These would have been the
extinct passenger pigeons. |

Emma’s neighborhood in Piney Township until she moved to Crocker in
1922. The house of Silas Page, Emma’s grandfather is located, along with
the house of B. F. Page where Emma was born. Emma taught in the three
schools (Bayou, Hopewell, and Bloodland) that appear on the map. Map
detail from 1906 Mathews map of Pulaski County, enhanced by Leonard
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Piano Instructor
100 Mitchell Hts.
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LA FAMILIA
MEXICAN RESTAU RANT

1018 Missouri Avenue
Saint Robert, Mo 65584

573-336-3339

Mon - Sat 10:30 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday Closed

cover them with clean straw then
shovel dirt on top of this so deep
they wouldn't freeze. They would pat
this down smooth.
I hope you young folks will enjoy
this and all will save each clipping.

Welcome to Historic
Downtown
Waynesville!

Enjoy Old Settlers Day.

Thank you for allowing me

to serve you.

RACHELLE BEASLEY

Rachelle.Beasley@courts.mo.gov

Pulaski County Circuit Clerk
573-774-4755
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Above Bayou School in the village of Big Piney. The 81 students were all in one long room with
three rows of seats and black boards all around the wall. Picture was taken in 1899 by Ben F. Page,
Emma’s father. Emma is in the fourth row, seventh from left. Courtesy of Larry Lercher.

First row, pictured left to right: unknown, Ches Helton, Boss Page, Linsey Clark, Charley Lawson,
Homer Page, John Helton, Pansy Carroll, Maggie Lane, Anna Lane, unknown, unknown;

Second row: unknown, unknown, Burley Dye, Charley Lawson, Ora Hendrix, Bert Clark, un-
known, Anna Woods, Retta Helton, Celesta Ross, next two Bray girls, Pansy Lane;

Third row: Woods boy, Silas Kelley, Peck Woods, Eddie Vaughn, Bill Page, Frank Ichord, Clarence
Kelley, George Carroll, Nute Woods, Teacher George Phillips, Stacy Lane, Icy Rowden, Nannie
Vaughn, Ethel Dye, Laura Page, Pansy Ross, Ellen Bray, Gusta Lawson, May Carroll;

Fourth row: unknown, Dick Ichord, Lula Clark, Stella Helton, Vina Vaughn, Ada Page, Emma
Page, Retta Page, Mollie Page, Dora Page, Clara Ichord, Lizzie Page, Anna Page, unknown, Mattie
Sneed, Ada Page, Carrie Rowden;

Fifth row: Pete Dye, Dick McDonald, Ollie Sneed, Ora Hendrix, Ed Woods, Wayne Clark, Bill
McDonald, Whis Dye, John Ichord, Jimmy Lane, Bill Ichord, Harley Dye, Charley Page, Bob Page,
Zina Sneed, Jake Lane, Ed Clark, Sherman Page, Joe Miller or Woods.

Right—The Page Family: Sitting are Silas Messer Page and Charlottie Page; from left to right stand- >

ing Benjamim Franklin Page (Emma father), Solomon Neuton Page, Sallie or Sarah Page Dye,
Jane Page McDonald, and Lizzie Page Sneed. This was taken about 1890.
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Car Care

FREND LUNBER

« Custom Exhaust
- 4-Wheel Alignment

Complete Automotive Repair

(573) 336-5661

Donnie Whitehead
OWNER/OPERATOR

1037 E. Old Route 66 - St. Robert, MO 65584

PHONE 573.674.3115
FAX 573.674.3177

EMAIL jlfriend@centurytel.net
WEBSITE friendlumberco.com

145 W Hwy 32/PO Box 148
Licking, Missouri 65542
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AUTO GLASS DISTRIBUTORS AUTO GLASS |
We are not a SIDELINE!

| We Specialize in Auto Glass! |
| e Insurance Claims e free Estimates
e Huge Inventory of All Types of Auto Glass
| e free Mobile Service for Your Convenience |
In the Surrounding Area
| Rolla 1-800-346-3389 |
573-364-3389
I 15970 CR 7100 I

Rolla, MO 65402
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Automobile Sales Auto Repair Center

Monday—Friday 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM Service
Saturday 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM r 7l __ Top technology, skilled techni-
(573) 443-8145 9 | : o | " ' cians, and fair pricing have made

Service
Monday—Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

(573) 433-8146

Parts
Monday—Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
(573) 433-2182

N | Lowe Chevrolet a favored auto ser-
S — o poeemesee I8 vice center in the Waynesville area.
e ' 1 Parts

Genuine GM Parts and Accessories

? and a wide selection of tires.

s Collision Conter COMMITTED TO SERVING
WAYNESVILLE DRIVERS WITH
I-Car Gold Class Certified auto body TOPNOTCH CUSTOMER SERVICE

shop features a state of the art facility. STANDARDS

 We work with all insurance compa- Our dealership is staffed with only the
. £ d hil . best automotive professionals in the
nies. I you need a car while yours 18 Waynesville area. We work hard to

bring our customers a broad selec-
tion of brand-new vehicles from the
latest lineup of Chevrolet car, truck
and SUV vehicles. Our teams can

L . 7 il | work with you to find the best new
or used vehicle for your needs, the
best finance deal for your budget, and
103 Lowe Avenue _ = . much more. With service, parts, and
s _ sales help all under one roof, you'll

Waynesville, MO 65583
never have to look elsewhere for your
Off Route I-44 at Exit 156 www.grubaughchevy.com  automotive nceds again.

being repaired, we offer a free loaner.




